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Ethnicity in Congo
Group selection
The boundaries of politically relevant ethnic groups (or ethnopolitical blocs) have been rather ﬂuid in Congo, with certain groups
splitting along lines of subgroups during speciﬁc eras and with different ethnic divisions being relevant in diﬀerent time periods (cp.
666 , 123). The Mbochi group, for example, which consists of several subgroups (like the Mbochi "proper" and the Kouyou) could
long be considered a relatively united bloc in national politics. After Ngouabi’s assassination, however, cleavages between the Mbochi
"proper" and the Kouyou became politically relevant (667 ). Thus, the
ethnic category "Mbochi" refers both to a larger ethnic family and to
a speciﬁc subgroup of this family (668 , 131, fn. 12).
The large Kongo family of southern Congo (making up about half
of the country’s population) consists of several important subgroups
(Lari, Vili, Bakongo etc.). Whereas divisions between the Vili and
Lari groups have always been relevant (669 ), the distinction between
the Bakongo and the Lari only had political relevance in certain periods (670 ). To capture this the latter two subgroups were combined
to one politically relevant ethnic group during the remaining periods.
Estimating the sizes of the distinct subgroups is extremely diﬃcult. In order to arrive at a complete list, the analysis had to rely
on diﬀerent sources. The whole Kongo family makes up about half
of Congo’s population (47-53% over time) (671 ; 672 ). The Lari group
is estimated to make up about 21% of the whole population (about
45% of the Kongo family) (673 ; 674 ; 675 ). For the size of the Vili
ethnic group, the analysis relied on Fearon’s (676 ) number: 7%.
Regarding the Bakongo subgroup, Horowitz (1985) seems to give
a number for the combined group of Lari and Bakongo: 30%. This
would mean that the Bakongo group constitutes about 9% of the
whole population (30% minus the Lari group’s 21%). This seems
reasonable because according to Morrison et al. (677 ), the Bakongo
are the second largest Kongo subgroup. Lacking any other reliable
information, this number was used.
For the sizes of the Bateke group (13%) and the combined Mbochi
family (12%), the analysis relied on Decalo, Thompson and Adloﬀ
(1996). For the size of the Kouyou subgroup of the Mbochi family,
the analysis relied on Fearon’s (2003) number again: 3%. Therefore,
for the Mbochi "proper": 12%-3% = 9%. Finally, for the Bembe who
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become politically relevant as ethnic group in the 1990s the analysis
had to draw on absolute numbers provided by the Joshua Project,
which was then divided by the country population given by the same
source (46,600 / 4,220,850 = 1%) (678 ).
Although these numbers are a bit sketchy, they should nevertheless provide a more or less accurate picture of Congo’s ethnodemographic reality.
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Power relations
1960-1963: Youlou’s rule Youlou was a Lari. During his rule, the
Lari group was clearly the leading ethnic group in Congo and favored by the president (679 ). Nevertheless, there were also leaders
of other ethnic groups included in the government, as, for example,
Massemba-Debat, a Bakongo (680 ). It seems, however, that some
of these leaders were rather "token" members appointed in order to
reach a proportional representation of ethnic groups in the cabinet,
and without genuine inﬂuence. The Bateke, for instance, had just
one member in the government, the combined Mbochi group three
(681 ). The latter could be seen as "token" representatives, as the
Mbochi group became increasingly marginalized in political terms
(682 ). The Mbochi party, the MSA, was gradually eclipsed (683 ).
Meanwhile, the political patronage system was dominated by the
Lari, and Youlou did not really care about the northern part of the
country (and even proposed a partition of the country) (684 ; 685 ).
The clear anti-northern bias in his economic policies also has to be
interpreted as a sign of political powerlessness of the northern ethnic
groups. Their then leader Opangault was named vice-president in
the ﬁrst government but had to resign soon thereafter. He entered
the government once again in 1962 as minister of public works (686 ).
Opangault’s unsteady political trajectory does not speak of much
genuine inﬂuence within the government either. Thus, the Mbochi
and the Bateke groups were coded as "powerless" during Youlou’s
rule.
When the Vili party, PPC, disappeared from the political scene,
its membership merged with Youlou’s UDDIA. A Vili leader (Tchichelle)
was vice-president (and minister of foreign aﬀairs) after Opangault,
from 1961 to 1963 (687 ). Therefore, the Vili as well as the Bakongo
groups were coded as "junior partners" during this period, while the
Lari are coded as "senior partner".
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1964-1968: Massemba-Debat’s term With Youlou’s demise, power
moved from the Lari to the Bakongo subgroup among the southern
groups (688 ; 689 ; 690 ). The Bakongo were coded as "senior partner"
in this period.
There was no more concrete information available about the Vili
group during this period. However, Massemba-Debat’s government
also included other southern leaders, apart from his Bakongo group
(691 ). Hence, the Vili were assumed to be included within a (more
limited) southern power-sharing and were, thus, coded them as "junior partner".
In contrast, the information regarding the Lari group during
this period is ambiguous. Some sources (692 ) suggest a continuing
inﬂuence of the group. Other sources speak of the Lari having "fallen
from power" and of Lari discontent and violent demonstrations in
support of Youlou (693 ; 694 ), of attempted invasions by the Lari
political opposition, street violence against Lari in Brazzaville, and
purges of Lari in the administration and the gendarmerie (695 ). The
latter information was regarded as more convincing and, thus, coded
the Lari as "powerless" during this period.
The situation of the Bateke does not seem to have changed in this
new period, as the group still had but one member in the cabinet
(696 ). Therefore, the Bateke remain coded as "powerless". The same
seems to be true for the Mbochi group, which did not increase its inﬂuence in Massemba-Debat’s new government who ignored the north
as much as Youlou did (697 ). Mbochi participation in the cabinet
even shrank to one single member (698 ). It should be mentioned that
during Massemba-Debat’s term, the army which was dominated by
members of the Mbochi group (699 ; 700 ; 701 ) became more and more
powerful politically (702 ). Nevertheless, most sources still speak of a
political dominance of the southern Kongo group (703 ; 704 ). Therefore, the Mbochi were coded as "powerless" again.
1969-1971: First part of Ngouabi’s rule After the 1968 coup, northerners clearly became the leading group in the country (705 ; 706 ; 707 ;
708 ). The army ﬁgured as the most important pillar of the political system in subsequent years. However, at the beginning, the new
"Marxist" unity party PCT, with its Politburo and the Central Committee, also had some political inﬂuence. In these two organs, many
southern and Bateke politicians were included, such as Vili leader
Thystere-Tchicaya (709 ; 710 ). Hence, this ﬁrst period of Ngouabi’s
rule was coded as a power-sharing arrangement, with the combined
Mbochi group as "senior partner", and both the Bateke and Vili
groups as "junior partners".
The Lari and Bakongo subgroups can now be seen as one single
politically relevant ethnic bloc, characterized by its opposition to
the new northern regime which they perceived as a threat to their
own interests (711 ; 712 ). Several (real or alleged) coup attempts and
invasions by the Lari political opposition are mentioned, followed by
purges of Lari/Bakongo personnel from the state bureaucrcy. (As
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early as 1968, the ﬁrst two Lari ministers were dismissed from the
government.) Ngouabi tried to subordinate the Lari-dominated police and gendarmerie to the army (713 ; 714 ; 715 ; 716 ). The combined
Lari/Bakongo group is thus coded as "powerless" in this period.
1972-1977: Second part of Ngouabi’s rule, until his assassination in
March 1977 The regime-internal power struggles led to extensive
purges between December 1971 and February 1972 (especially after
the attempted coup by Diawara in February 1972). Hence, a new
period was inserted in the coding in order to reﬂect this new ethnopolitical situation.
The purges entailed the dismissal of many inﬂuential non-Mbochi
political leaders that were seen as possible rivals by Ngouabi, and
a serious ravage of the political institutions and party organization.
Leaders like Ndalla, Noumazalay or Poungui were either purged (and
judicially persecuted) or lost much of their power during this time
(717 ; 718 ). Hence, the army oﬃcers loyal to Ngouabi had won the
internal power struggle and were now in total control of state power
(719 ). The northern Mbochi group was thus coded as "dominant"
during this period and all other ethnic groups as "powerless".
1978-1979: Transition period after Ngouabi’s death After Ngouabi’s
murder, the cleavages between the two Mbochi subgroups - the
Mbochi "proper" and the Kouyou - became more salient as a basis
for political divisions and power struggles (720 ; 721 ). They were thus
listed as two separate politically relevant ethnic groups from this
period on.
The military interim leadership was clearly dominated by northerners. Southern members remained without any political inﬂuence, merely serving as ﬁgureheads and unable to challenge northern
hegemony (722 ). De-facto power-sharing between Yhombi-Opango
and Sassou-Nguesso. Yhombi-Opango is from Owando (a Kouyou
stronghold in the northern Cuvette region) and a cousin of Ngouabi.
He soon became the leader of the Kouyou faction within the regime.
In contrast, Sassou-Nguesso is a member of the Mbochi ("proper")
subgroup. Although Yhombi-Opango held the post of the president,
Sassou-Nguesso was already clearly the leading ﬁgure (723 ). The
Mbochi "proper" were thus coded as "senior partner" and the Kouyou
as "junior partner" during this period. All other groups remain coded
as "powerless".
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1980-1984: First part of Sassou-Nguesso’s rule, until the purges
of 1984 In February 1979, Sassou-Nguesso became Congo’s new
president. Note that due to EPR’s January-1st-rule, the new period
is coded as starting in 1980.
Although Yhombi-Opango had to resign as president and was
placed under house arrest, his Kouyou group was still inﬂuential in
the army. Furthermore, Vili leader Thystere-Tchicaya was de-facto
the second most powerful leader in the country (724 ; 725 ). Hence, we
can observe a certain ethno-political opening again during this ﬁrst
period of Sassou’s rule. Accordingly, the Mbochi were thus coded
as "senior partner", and the Kouyou, the Vili, and the Bateke as
"junior partners". In contrast, according to the author’s sources, the
combined Lari/Bakongo group remained politically marginalized
(726 ; 727 ). They are therefore coded as "powerless".
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1985-1990: Second part of Sassou-Nguesso’s rule The two northern
groups Mbochi and Kouyou are clearly in control of the country’s
politics (728 ). They are coded again as "senior partner" and "junior
partner", respectively.
New regime-internal purges in 1984 led to the dismissal of southern leaders like Thystere-Tchicaya (729 ; 730 ). Consequently, the Vili
group is coded as "powerless" in this period. Also the Bateke were
ﬁrst aﬀected by these purges. However, they established a secret
"liberation organization", FROLIBABA, that promoted their ethnopolitical interests within the regime, and apparently achieved to
inﬂuence Sassou-Nguesso who appointed four new Bateke ministers
and rehabilitated some of the purged leaders (731 ; 732 ). It appears
thus reasonable to maintain the coding of the Bateke group as "junior partner" for this period.
The Lari/Bakongo were completely marginalized in the political
system (733 ) and are therefore coded as "powerless".
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1991: National conference and interim government This situation
is best conceived as an ethno-political power-sharing arrangement.
The interim government was headed by Andre Milongo, a Bakongo
politician. The Bakongo/Lari were thus coded as "senior partner"
and all other relevant groups as "junior partners".
1992-1994: Lissouba’s first governments Note that in accordance
with EPR’s coding rules, the coding does not reﬂect each change
brought about by the various government reshuﬄes during these
years, but instead focuses on the overall picture of the ethno-political
power structure in this period.
Lissouba’s party, UPADS, which won the elections, drew its electoral support from the non-Lari southwest of the country (the socalled "Nibolek" cluster) (734 , 18). The term "Nibolek" became politically relevant in the 1990s and refers to the diﬀerent peoples of
the three regions Niari, Bouenza, and Lekoumou. Politicians used
this regional identity marker in the 1990s to mobilize these people
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against their Mbochi, Vili and Lari rivals who had strong political
support from their own groups, which had played prominent roles
in Congo’s ethno-political history (735 , 318). Lissouba himself is an
ethnic Bandjambi from the Niari region (736 , 175). However, the
groups of these regions do not constitute a uniﬁed cultural bloc, but
instead are ethnically diverse, including a) various diﬀerent Kongo
and Bateke subgroups, b) smaller independent ethnic groups, and c)
ethnic groups that mainly live in Gabon (737 , 318). Hence, referring
to a regional rather than an ethnic identity, the Nibolek category
cannot be considered a politically relevant ethnic group, according to
the EPR deﬁnition. In fact, the UPADS party was essentially an alliance of various regional parties and power barons coalescing behind
Lissouba (738 , 306). Hence, it is not surprising that with Lissouba’s
fall from power, the term has become less relevant again (739 , 318).
Whereas Lissouba’s and the UPADS’s electoral support exhibited
a regional rather than a speciﬁcally ethnic character, the political
power distribution under Lissouba did follow a clear ethnic logic.
While Lissouba’s own ethnic group did not play any signiﬁcant role
in politics, throughout his presidency, he mainly relied on a selected
group of key advisors who were all from Bouenza region and of Bembe ethnic origin: Martin Mberi (his powerful minister of the interior), Nguila Moungounga-Nkombo (the also very powerful minister
of economy and ﬁnance), Christophe Moukoueke (secretary-general
of the UPADS), Victor Tamba-Tamba these four politicians being
called "the gang of four" by Clark and Decalo (740 , 195), and Claudine Munari (the inﬂuential chief of his ministerial cabinet) (741 ,
195, 277-8, 294-6, 302). To ensure the loyalty of the security forces,
Mberi (who also helped Lissouba organize his militia groups) started
to replace members of other ethnic group by Bembe personnel (742 ,
278). As a consequence, the Bembe became the main supporters of
Lissouba’s regime (743 , 51). Thus, the group is listed as politically
relevant from this period on, and code it as "senior partner" during
Lissouba’s presidency.
Lacking a majority in the parliament, Lissouba entered a coalition with Yhombi-Opango’s RDD, a Kouyou party, giving YhombiOpango the position of prime minister. Thystere-Tchicaya became
minister of petroleum, and at least another Vili leader was included
in the government (744 ). Hence, both the Kouyou and the Vili
groups are coded as "junior partners" (although other sources claim
that the Vili (with their party, the RDPS) were in the opposition
(745 )).
The Lari and Bakongo were both represented by the MCDDI
party (746 ), which was in the opposition (747 ; 748 ; 749 ). Hence, the
combined Lari/Bakongo group is coded as "powerless" in this period.
Sassou-Nguesso’s PCT was based in the non-Kouyou north, above
all his own Mbochi group (750 ; 751 ). He ﬁrst supported Lissouba in
the run-oﬀ ballot, but when the PCT was only oﬀered 3 out of 28
cabinet seats he joined the opposition of Kolelas’ MCDDI (752 ; 753 ;
754 ). As a result, the Mbochi became politically marginalized (755 ).
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They are therefore coded as "powerless" during this period.
The situation of the Bateke group is more diﬃcult to determine.
According to John Clark (Florida International University, personal
communication, April 15, 2014), they have never voted "in bloc" or
been represented by a single most important political leader since
the introduction of multi-party democracy. (However, there seems
to have existed a small Bateke party in the 1990s (the Union pour
le Progrés (UP)), according to Decalo, Thompson and Adloﬀ (756 ,
255).) While many Teke supported Sassou-Nguesso and his northern
(Mbochi) PCT, some also formed part of Lissouba’s winning southern electoral coalition. Some leading Teke politicians such as Charles
David Ganao who served as Lissouba’s prime minister for a while
or military leaders for example, Raymond-Damas Ngollo were allied
to Lissouba, tying at least some of the Bateke constituency to his
regime. Thus, on balance, it appeared reasonable to code the Bateke
group as "junior partner" in this period.
1995-1997: In Lissouba’s new government of January 1995, Kolelas’
brother was appointed to the sensitive post of minister of the interior (757 ). In a country that experiences severe political unrest and
violence, this post has to be seen as crucial and Lissouba’s move as a
signiﬁcant sign of cooperation (758 ). In the last months of Lissouba’s
rule, Kolelas himself also became prime minister. The Lari/Bakongo
group was thus coded as "junior partner" in this period - along with
the Vili, Kouyou, and Bateke groups - although Lissouba’s Bembe
key allies still constituted the most inﬂuential faction in the country’s executive (759 ; 760 , 195). In contrast, Sassou-Nguesso and his
PCT remained excluded from this rapprochement within the "southern front", leading to further alienation in the north (761 ; 762 ). There
was also a major purge of Mbochi military oﬃcers in 1995. Therefore, the Mbochi group remains coded as "powerless" in this period.
1998-2005: In the forefront of the elections, violence broke out
again in June 1997 - this time between Sassou-Nguesso’s militia
and Lissouba’s forces. (In 1993-4, ﬁghting had occurred between
Lissouba’s and Kolelas’ forces.) Sassou-Nguesso won the war and
declared himself president at the end of 1997, while Lissouba and
Kolelas both ﬂed the country.
Both Kolelas’ and Lissouba’s supporters engaged in a guerilla war
against the new government. Peace agreements were reached in 1999
and 2003, providing for the reintegration of southern rebels into the
civil service. Sassou subsequently pursued a strategy of "paciﬁcation" of the south by co-opting the defeated military leaders (763 ).
According to Clark (764 , 251) and the U.S. State Department’s Human Rights Report of 2006 (765 ), the northern groups dominated the
country after Sassou’s return to power. More recently, Clark (766 ,
260) has noted that Sassou now relies even more narrowly on northerners than during the one-party era. Apparently, the very core of
political power is formed by a number of key oﬃcials from his home-

congo

328

756

[Decalo, Thompson and Adloﬀ, 1996]

757

[Clark, 1997]

758

[Clark, 1997]

759

[Clark, 1997]

760

[Clark and Decalo, 2012]

761

[Clark, 1997]

763

[Clark and Carter, forthcoming]

764

[Clark, 2008]

765

[United States Government State Department, 200

766

[Clark, 2008]

epr atlas

town Oyo and his own family. Next, other Mbochi ﬁgures occupy
key posts. And ﬁnally, power is shared with other northerners (of
which the Kouyou are an important faction) (767 , 260).
Sassou needs the Bateke group to support his regime. Consequently, they are rewarded with some key appointments as well (768 ,
260). In contrast, the few southerners appointed to cabinet posts
by Sassou are given minor portfolios (769 , 260-1). Clark and Carter
(forthcoming) describe these individuals as co-opted token representatives who are used to disguise the region’s political repression and
economic neglect. Although the ethnic balance became less lopsided
after the 2002 elections, according to Clark (2008, 261), Sassou’s
new cabinet was much "stingier towards non-northerners" than is
usually the case in such African autocratic regimes. Also southern
senior-level civil servants were replaced by loyal northerners (770 ,
262).
In sum, based on this evidence, the Mbochi "proper" were coded
as the "senior partner", and the Kouyou and Bateke groups as "junior partners" in a northern-leaning power-sharing arrangement.
All other relevant groups are coded as "powerless". Note that the
co-option of politicians who had earlier promoted the Bembe ethnic
group (such as Mberi and Munari) forms part of Sassou’s strategy
to pacify the UPADS’s previous Nibolek stronghold (771 , 278, 302).
Hence, the Bembe are still listed as politically relevant. Yet, as all
other southern groups they have to be considered powerless.
2006-2009: There are no signs of any signiﬁcant changes in the
situation. According to the U.S. State Department’s HR Reports
from 2006 to 2008 (772 ), northerners still dominate the political system with only between 11 and 15 out of 35-38 cabinet seats in the
hands of non-northerners. Moreover, the key posts are still held by
northern loyalists of Sassou (mostly Mbochi) - a pattern elaborately
described by Clark (773 , 260-2) for the years before. The new government after the July 2009 elections apparently includes "a number
of high-ranking politicians from northern ethnic tribes as well as a
number of representatives from other regions and ethnicities" (774 ).
However, this diction was not considered to be suﬃcient evidence for
an actual change of the ethnic power relations in the country (apart
from the fact that it would only apply to the last half-year of the
2006-2009 period). Moreover, northerners occupy a dominant position in the military, the higher ranks of which are largely composed
of Mbochi and which exerts strong power in the country (775 ). The
military is also a main source of PCT power, Sassou’s party vehicle,
which is rooted in the north and enjoys only limited support outside
of that region (776 ).
The MCDDI under Lari leader Kolelas (returned from exile at
the end of 2005) formed an electoral alliance with the PCT in April
2007. (Lissouba’s former party UPADS remained in the opposition
(777 ).) However, the information presented before suggests that the
MCDDI and its Lari/Bakongo constituency like any other southern
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faction do not have any signiﬁcant political inﬂuence, and Kolelas
himself was merely elected to the National Assembly in 2007. (Moreover, he was hospitalized in Paris shortly thereafter, suﬀering from
Alzheimer, and died in November 2009.)
Overall, the years from 2006 to 2009 can be regarded as a continuation of the situation in the period before (1998-2005), with the
same power-sharing arrangement among the northern (Mbochi and
Kouyou) and to a lesser degree central (Bateke) ethnic groups. Accordingly, the coding of the 1998-2005 period is extended to the year
of 2009.
2010-2013: According to John Clark (Florida International University, personal communication, April 15, 2014), the southern groups
remain politically marginalized. Hence, the last period of 1998-2009
was extended to the year of 2013. Note that ethnicity has become
so important for access to political power under the current regime
that according to Brett Carter (Harvard University, personal communication, April 15, 2014), people claim to be Mbochi whether they
actually are or not because it is politically useful.
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Political status of ethnic groups in Congo
From 1960 until 1963

Group name
Lari
Batéké
Mbochi
Bakongo
Vili

Proportional size

Political status
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POWERLESS
POWERLESS
JUNIOR PARTNER
JUNIOR PARTNER

From 1964 until 1968

Group name
Lari
Batéké
Mbochi
Bakongo
Vili

Figure 168: Political status of ethnic
groups in Congo during 1960-1963.
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From 1969 until 1971
Figure 169: Political status of ethnic
groups in Congo during 1964-1968.
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Figure 170: Political status of ethnic
groups in Congo during 1969-1971.
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From 1972 until 1977
Group name
Lari/Bakongo
Batéké
Mbochi
Vili

Proportional size

Political status
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From 1978 until 1979
Figure 171: Political status of ethnic
groups in Congo during 1972-1977.
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From 1980 until 1984

Group name
Lari/Bakongo
Batéké
Mbochi (proper)
Vili
Kouyou

Figure 172: Political status of ethnic
groups in Congo during 1978-1979.

From 1985 until 1990

Group name
Lari/Bakongo
Batéké
Mbochi (proper)
Vili
Kouyou

Figure 173: Political status of ethnic
groups in Congo during 1980-1984.

Figure 174: Political status of ethnic
groups in Congo during 1985-1990.
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From 1991 until 1991
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From 1992 until 1994
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Figure 175: Political status of ethnic
groups in Congo during 1991-1991.
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From 1995 until 1997

Group name
Lari/Bakongo
Batéké
Mbochi (proper)
Vili
Kouyou
Bembe

Figure 176: Political status of ethnic
groups in Congo during 1992-1994.
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From 1998 until 2013
Figure 177: Political status of ethnic
groups in Congo during 1995-1997.
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Figure 178: Political status of ethnic
groups in Congo during 1998-2013.
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Geographical coverage of ethnic groups in Congo
From 1960 until 1968
Figure 179: Map of ethnic groups in
Congo during 1998-2013.

Group name

Area in km2

Batéké
Mbochi
Lari
Vili
Bakongo

47 647
24 355
13 114
4525
319

From 1969 until 1976

Type
Regionally
Regionally
Regionally
Regionally
Regionally

based
based
based
based
based

Table 52: List of ethnic groups in
Congo during 1960-1968.
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Figure 180: Map of ethnic groups in
Congo during 1998-2013.

Group name

Area in km2

Batéké
Mbochi
Lari/Bakongo
Vili

47 647
24 355
13 433
4525

Type
Regionally
Regionally
Regionally
Regionally

based
based
based
based

Table 53: List of ethnic groups in
Congo during 1969-1976.

From 1977 until 1991
Figure 181: Map of ethnic groups in
Congo during 1998-2013.
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Group name

Area in km2

Batéké
Mbochi (proper)
Lari/Bakongo
Vili
Kouyou

47 647
19 892
13 433
4525
4462

Type
Regionally
Regionally
Regionally
Regionally
Regionally

based
based
based
based
based
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Table 54: List of ethnic groups in
Congo during 1977-1991.

From 1992 until 1997
Figure 182: Map of ethnic groups in
Congo during 1998-2013.

Group name

Area in km2

Mbochi (proper)
Lari/Bakongo
Vili
Kouyou
Bembe

19 892
13 433
4525
4462
2834

From 1998 until 2013

Type
Regionally
Regionally
Regionally
Regionally
Regionally

based
based
based
based
based

Table 55: List of ethnic groups in
Congo during 1992-1997.
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Figure 183: Map of ethnic groups in
Congo during 1998-2013.

Group name

Area in km2

Batéké
Mbochi (proper)
Lari/Bakongo
Vili
Kouyou
Bembe

47 647
19 892
13 433
4525
4462
2834

Type
Regionally
Regionally
Regionally
Regionally
Regionally
Regionally

based
based
based
based
based
based

Table 56: List of ethnic groups in
Congo during 1998-2013.
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Conflicts in Congo
Starting on 1993-11-03

Side A
Government
Congo
Government
Congo
Government
Congo
Government
Congo

Side B

Group name

Start

Claim

Recruitment

Support

of

Ninjas

Lari/Bakongo

1993-11-03

No

Yes

No

of

Cobras

Mbochi (proper)

1994-01-29

No

Yes

No

of

Cocoyes

of

Ntsiloulous

Explicit

Yes

No

1997-10-18
Lari/Bakongo

1998-08-28

