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Ethnicity in Netherlands
Group selection
Historically, distinguishing between both religion and social class,
3181 , 22 describe the Netherlands as a country of minorities. The
system of pillarization, the “most notorious impediment to stable
government in the Netherlands" (ibid, 44), however, has allowed
these minorities to develop into “tightly organized social groups
or subcultures that structured not just politics, but nearly every
aspect of social life" (ibid, 23). Represented in these pillars are both
political-ideological (Socialists, Liberals) and confessional (Catholics,
Protestants) groupings.
Over time, starting around 1960, “not only did the size of the
pillars decline because of persons no longer expressing a religious
identiﬁcation, those who continue to identify began to change the
degree to which they practiced their faith" (ibid: 37) – a process
widely referred to as depillarization. Due to this “depillarization",
the older (confessional) cleavages expressed by this system are not
of particular political relevance anymore and all the “minorities"
formerly represented within the system can safely be assumed to
form a more or less homogeneous national group of “Dutch".
3182 list besides the Dutch (96% of the total population), Muslims
as another ethnic group, making up about 4 percent of the population.
We code ethnicity as being politically irrelevant in the Netherlands, as the Muslim population is not represented by a signiﬁcant
political actor (although there are community organizations and
national umbrella groups for the fractionalized group; 3183 ). Furthermore, it seems diﬃcult to disentangle the representativeness of these
groups with regard to interest of Dutch and non-Dutch Muslims.
This leads to the conclusion, that ethnicity is irrelevant in the case
of Dutch politics.

3181

[Andeweg Irwin, 2005]

3182

[Fearon Laitin, 2003]

3183

[Euro Islam Info, 2011]

1235

epr atlas

Bibliography
[Andeweg Irwin, 2005] Andeweg, Rudy & Irwin, Galen. (2005).
Governance and Politics of the Netherlands. New York: Palgrave
and Macmillan.
[Fearon Laitin, 2003] Fearon, J. D., & Laitin, D. D. (2003). Ethnicity, insurgency, and civil war. American political science review,
97(01), 75-90.
[Statistics Netherlands, 2016] Statistics Netherlands. (2016). Population; key ﬁgures. Retrieved on 30.09.2017 from: http:
//statline.cbs.nl/statweb/publication/?vw=t&dm=slen&
pa=37296eng&d1=a&d2=0,10,20,30,40,50,60,(l-1),l&hd=
160114-1555&la=en&hdr=g1&stb=t
[Euro Islam Info, 2011] Euro Islam Info. (2011). Islam in Netherlands. Retrieved on 30.09.2017 from: http://www.euro-islam.
info/country-profiles/the-netherlands/

netherlands

1236

epr atlas

netherlands

1237

Political status of ethnic groups in Netherlands
From 1946 until 2017
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Figure 639: Political status of ethnic
groups in Netherlands during 19462017.
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